Trip Dates: Saturday, 1/29 to Tuesday 2/1, and Thursday, 2/3 to Sunday 2/6

Cost: $450 per person

Trip Itinerary
	DAY 1:  Check-in at Sawbill Outfitters 9 - 10 AM for gear outfitting, personal clothing check and a orientation talk & slide show with your guide, Dave Freeman, and fellow participants. The presentation will cover the dynamics of winter dress & layering systems, cold weather safety, nutrition & hydration, winter sleeping systems and comfort tips. After a break for lunch we will have a toboggan packing and handling clinic before hitting the trail.  Leaving Sawbill around 2 PM we will travel approximately 1 mile into the BWCAW to our first nights camp.  The campsite, set up in advance, provides a smooth transition into winter camping.  After reaching camp we will warm up, and have a snack, before learning about fire wood gathering, and other camp chores.  With camp chores complete, we will prepare a delicious dinner cooked on the wood stove.  Belly’s full it’s time to soak in the warmth of the stove, review of day's activities and listen to talks on topics like timber wolves, northern lights, or winter ecology.

	DAY 2: After a leisurely breakfast we will review the finer points of breaking camp and packing the toboggans, and discuss the days travel options. Around 10 AM we will break camp and begin the first full day on the trail.  After several hours of travel we will stop for a trail lunch.  After another hour or two of travel it is time to look for a place to camp for the night.  We will look for a place to camp between 2 and 3 PM, leaving plenty of time for instruction on choosing a campsite, setting up a canvas tent and wood stove, water gathering, and other important winter camping skills.  

	DAY 3: After a leisurely breakfast we will discuss the days travel options. Depending on travel conditions and the group’s preference we will break camp and travel on, or leave camp set up and set off unencumbered by toboggans to explore the surrounding wilderness. Either option will allow time for ice fishing, snow cave building, and other winter activities.

	DAY 4: After breakfast we will break camp and travel towards the south end of Sawbill Lake, planning to arrive at Sawbill Outfitters around 1 PM for a group “debrief”.  The day’s lessons will focus on fine tuning efficient travel methods, group dynamics, and evaluating snow and ice conditions.

	GROUP & GUIDE: Traditional winter camping courses are led by Dave Freeman, and accommodate up to 4 participants.  Each night will be spent camping in canvas tents that utilize a wood stove for heating and cooking. While traveling between campsites, participants will travel using skis and snowshoes, and help pull the groups gear on traditional toboggans.  The goals of the course are to provide participants with an enjoyable traditional winter camping experience, and teach students basic winter camping and travel skills.    
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Traveling with snowshoes and toboggans is a wonderful way to experience the BWCAW.
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Canvas tents and woodstoves provide the perfect place to relax after a day’s travel. 

ntContact Dave if you have any questions, or would like to make a reservation!
dave@wildernessclassroom.com
(312) 505-9973 (cell)
(218) 663-7150 (Sawbill Canoe Outfitters)

  Your Guide
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Border Country Adventure (February 1-March 15, 2001): A solo, 240-mile, midwinter trip by snowshoe across the Boundary Waters of Minnesota. 

Big Muddy Adventure (September-November, 2001): A journey by canoe down the 2,340-mile length of the Mississippi River from Itasca, Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico. Curriculum and online adventures included studies of the environment, history, and people of the Mississippi River watershed.

Jiime Adventure (September-November, 2002): A 700-mile canoe trip from Lake Superior to Lake Winnipeg, Canada. Retracing long-abandoned fur trading routes used by the French voyagers in the 1700s, students studied the wildlife and habitats of the Boreal forests, the history of the region, native Indian cultures, and much more. 

Bimaadagaako Adventure (February-April, 2003): 550 miles by dogsled through the remote wilderness area between Cumberland House, Saskatchewan and Pine Falls, Manitoba. At times more than 100 miles from the nearest paved road, this adventure (which was a continuation of the route of the Jiime adventure in the fall). 

Rainforest Project (October-November, 2003):  5 weeks spent studying the pristine rainforest and diverse ecosystems of Costa Rica. 
Boreal Forest Project (February-April, 2004):  During this 2-month-long adventure, WCO guides explored the changing environment of Northern Manitoba’s forests, lakes and rivers. Students took part in interactive activities dealing with native plants and animals and local culture and tradition, as well as looked at the environmental impacts of hunting, fishing, logging, mining and river damming, among others
Dave Freeman was first bitten by the Boundary Waters bug on a canoe trip to Alton Lake at the age of 12.  After that first trip he returned to the BWCAW every chance he could, and started spending his summers working at Sawbill Canoe Outfitters, at the age of 17.  After graduating from College in 1999 he began guiding winter camping trips for Wintergreen Dogsled Lodge, outside of Ely, Minnesota.  The following winter Dave started The Wilderness Classroom, a non-profit organization that uses the Internet to teach 3rd to 8th grade students about the importance of wilderness, by allowing students to join wilderness expeditions using their classroom’s computers.  Dave’s first Wilderness Classroom “learning adventure” was a 6 week, solo, ski and snowshoe trek through the BWCAW.  Since then thousands of students and teachers have joined Dave on 5 additional learning adventures, which are listed below.  In the process Dave has spent over 30 weeks camping in a canvas tent, heated with a wood stove over the last 4 years.











